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95-331 November 6, 1995 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
BUZZARD BUILDING RENOVATION MOVES FORWARD 
CHARLESTON -- The renovation of the Buzzard Building on the Eastern 
Illinois University campus is one step closer to getting off the ground now that 
contractor bids have been accepted by Eastern and the Illinois Capital Development 
Board (COB), according to EIU physical plant director Ted Weidner. 
Weidner said five separate contracts have been awarded for the $10 million 
renovation project, which is expected to take two years to complete. 
II All the bids were within budget and will allow the university to proceed 
with this very important project. It is the first of many projects planned for the EIU 
campus which are designed to restore buildings and maintain their usefulness for 
the university's teaching, research and public service roles in the state, II Weidner 
said. 
The following contracts for the Buzzard project were awarded: Williams 
Brothers Construction Inc., Peoria, $5,315,000, general construction; McWilliams 
Mechanical Inc., Champaign, $527,300, plumbing and sprinkler system, and 
$1,216,400, heating; Merz Sheet Metal Inc., Effingham, $1,009,500, ventilation; 
and Commercial Electric Inc., Mattoon, $1,111,212, electrical. 
-more-
FILE COPY 
ADD 1/1/1/1 BUZZARD 
The project, initially bid in April 1995, had to be rebid because two of the 
five contracts were over budget, Weidner said. "Additional negotiations, resulting 
in some project redesign, enabled us to get the project within budget. The cost 
reductions we identified resulted in a one-and-a-half phase project instead of the 
original five phases, which will allow us to complete the project in less time," 
Weidner said. 
The renovation project, designed by Rettberg-Gruber Associates, Cham-
paign, and KM2 Design Group, Springfield, involves the remodeling and reconstruc-
tion of the 1 05,000-square-foot building to make it more suitable for the College of 
Education and Professional Studies as well the journalism and family and consumer 
sciences departments, WEIU Radio/TV and Student Publications. 
"The project will convert the 38-year-old Buzzard facility into the campus's 
first technologically 'smart' buiiding with state-of-the-art instructional technology," 
said Mahmood Butt, chairman of Eastern's secondary education department, who 
is heading the planning committee for the renovation project. 
A campaign currently is underway to raise funds to purchase computer and 
other state-of-the-art equipment which is beyond the state-funded appropriation 
limits for the facility. 
"It is envisioned that the renovated Buzzard will become a technological hub 
for improving teacher education programs, resulting in enhanced K-12 education in 
east central Illinois," Butt said. 
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The project will take approximately two years to complete and will cost 
more than $10 million. Weidner anticipates construction will begin next month. 
The building should be completed by the start of the Fall 1997 semester, if all goes 
well. 
Improvements to the building will include the remodeling and expansion of 
classrooms, faculty offices, the Instructional Materials Center and the Reading 
Center. The latter provides tutorial services available to all Eastern students. 
The development of a 9,000-square-foot atrium area, with balconies, seating 
areas and student lounges, will serve as the focal point of the building, Weidner 
said. 
There also will be electronic and distance learning classrooms, a renovated 
250-seat auditorium with state-of-the-art teleconferencing facilities and a science 
laboratory for teaching science to students preparing to become elementary school 
teachers. 
The building will have new and expanded radio and television studios for 
WEIU, observation windows into the Daily Eastern News area, an enhanced Child 
Development Laboratory, a professional development center, faculty and staff 
offices equipped with computer workstations and energy-efficient lighting and air-
conditioning. 
The building's existing gymnasium and swimming pool will be eliminated to 
allow room for Student Publications, WEIU and the journalism department; the 
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latter will be housed in the second-floor atrium area. 
The renovation will permit each department's administrators, faculty and 
staff to be housed together in a suite of offices, improving accessibility to stu-
dents, the campus community and the public, Weidner said. 
The addition of an elevator and ramped entrances will make the building 
more accessible to persons with disabilities. 
During construction, approximately 109 faculty and staff will be relocated to 
the 26-room International House graduate student residence hall on Ninth Street 
and to several other campus locations. 
Eastern's student affairs and housing staffs are working with current 
International House residents to find them alternative housing. 
Classrooms will be set up in campus residence halls and other university 
facilities. 
The Department of Educational Psychology and Guidance, the Child Devel-
opment Lab and a portion of the Radio-TV Center will remain in Buzzard until the 
first phase of the project is completed. 
Student Publications, formerly housed on the first floor of Buzzard, has 
already relocated to the basement of the University Union. 
"This is the university's first opportunity to make significant improvements 
to the campus through renovation of a major building. It also gives us a means to 
provide better working conditions for faculty, staff and students while saving on 
energy costs," Weidner said. 
Buzzard Building was erected in 1957 as a training school for practice 
teachers and 450 students. "Recent audits of the building's condition show that it 
is in the worst condition of any campus building," Weidner said. 
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